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SUBJECT: EC ANTI-DUMPING INVESTIGATION ON JAPANESE BALL BEARINGS 

1 . THE EC COMMISSION ANNOUNCED ON NOVEMBER 10 THAT IT WAS 
OPENING AN ANTI-DUMPING INVESTIGATION ON BALL BEARINGS, CONICAL 
ROLLER BEARINGS AND PARTS THEREOF FROM JAPAN (EC TARIFF HEAD- 
ING EX 84.62). THE COMMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT INDICATED THAT A 
PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN UNDER WAY SINCE LAST MAY. 

A FORMAL COMPLAINT WAS SUBMITTED ON OCTOBER 15 BY THE 
EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF BEARINGS MANUFACTURERS. THE COMPLAINANTS 
INDICATED THAT THESE PRODUCTS IN EUROPE ARE BEING OFFERED AT 
PRICES 26 TO 52 PERCENT LOWER THAN ON THE JAPANESE MARKET. 
PUBLICATION OF THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE COMPLAINT IS EXPECTED 
SHORTLY; PARTIES CONCERNED WILL HAVE 30 DAYS WITHIN WHICH TO 
MAKE INITIAL COMMMENTS. 

2. HANS BESELER. THE COMMISSION OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR ANTI- 
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THE COMMISSION HAD COME UNDER HEAVY INDUSTRY PRESSURE TO ACT 
ON THE BALL BEARING COMPLAINT. HE STATED THAT THE COMMISSION 
WAS WELL AWARE THAT THIS ANNOUNCEMENT PRECEDED BY ONLY A DAY 
THE EC-AJPAN TALKS ON STEEL AND SUBSEQUENT HIGH-LEVEL EC- 
JAPAN TRADE TALKS. HE EXPECTS THAT THE JAPANESE WILL COOPERATE 
IN THE INVESTIGATION, WHICH WILL PROBABLY INVOLVE MEETINGS 
HERE, THE PRESENTATION OF INVOICES AND AN EVENTUAL DISCUSSION 
IN TOKYO AS WELL. HE DESCRIBED THE BALL BEARING INVESTIGATION 
AS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ANTI-DUMPING CASES THE COMMISSION 
HAS EVER UNDERTAKEN. IN HIS OPINION THE EC HAS A GOOD CASE 
AND THE JAPANESE ARE LIKELY TO BE VERY TOUGH PEOPLE TO DEAL 
WITH. HE STATED THAT JAPAN HAS ALREADY ANNOUNCED ITS 
INTENTION TO RAISE PRICES ON BALL BEARINGS BY 15 PERCENT OVER 
THE NEXT FEW MONTHS BUT THAT THIS OBVIOUSLY FALLS FAR SHORT 
OF THE 26 TO 52 PERCENT IMBALANCE ASSERTED BY THE COMPLAINANTS. 
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